legists, the unhappiness of man is not caused either by the anger
of the Gods or primarily on account of the ingrained evil in man,
but on account of a maladjusted social order. Society, they think,
is the villain of the drama of life. They do not tell the individual
to go and reform himself. They believe that without changing
society, he cannot reform himself except in minor ways. By
changing society, they hope to change man. Their hope is based
on the experience of history, which teaches that man is not un-
changing. Different forms of society in the past had produced
different types of man. The slave, the feudal tenant, the worker
under capitalism, are all the products of the social organization
which engendered them. The slave, who worked on the ancient
Roman farms, worked because of his fear of the whip. Under
feudalism, some land was given to the workers in order to mobilize
their self-regarding instinct in the interests of higher production.
Under capitalism, which is a more efficient system of production,
we have a minimum of coercion and a maximum of self-intcrCvSt
motivating the worker. If he has any fear, it is the fear of unemploy-
ment only. Today, as unrestricted competition and exaggerated
individualism are leading to a social breakdown, a new type of
society, where co-operation and not competition is the guiding
principle of action, is sought to be constructed. And since men
have to change the society of the future, at least, the creative
minority who ultimately are to remake the society arc sought
to be first re-educated. As a consequence, a new educational
tendency is becoming visible.1 Grades and marks are done away
with in the schools, in order to check the nurture of overambitious
and competitive persons, who to-day are too well represented
in the highest ranks of our society and who find their reward by
success in contest with others. Shaw, whose dramatic insight
into life is guided by his sociological knowledge, offers in his plays
a new theory of drama. The theory is that the wickedness of
man is traceable to a badly organized society. Sartorius says
in effect, "If you want to change me, change society/' Mrs. Warren
defends her profession by saying that it was better than sweated
labour. Andrew Undershaft similarly says that he is a deter-
ministic product of his environment. Aubrey, the burglar philo*
1.   Curry W. B,    The School and a  Changing   Civilization,   Chapter
" Competition and Marks ".
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